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One Man’s Death ... 

Is Another Man’s Freedom

(Conclusion) 

by Moriah Cole

I guess this is what they mean w hen they

say “Army Strong!” 

Our tour had pretty much ended, we were

now walking through the food serving line

and were going to eat with the troops. I

asked one young soldier if we might sit

with him.  My m om’s friend Yolie said to

him, “thank you for your service to our

country.”  He replied, “if I don’t do I, who

will?”  When I heard this  my heart almost

stopped.  How unselfish of a young man,

at only age 17, to be willing to sacrifice his

life for your and m y freedom .  Once he left

our table I swore that I would never forget

that young man.  Suddenly, I noticed one

of the females who had been pepper

sprayed earlier.  Her face was still red and

her eyes puffy.  I’ve met a new role model

and now understand the concept of “no

pain ... no gain!” We sat together, talked

and took pictures. It was just like sitting

with friends at school, sharing lunch

together. As I looked closely, I could see

that tears were welling up in her eyes,

she’s just a young girl and I’m sure she

misses her family.  We all hugged, took

more pictures and finally, said goodbye.

It was time to leave and as I walked back

to the bus I found myself dragging my

feet, almost as if I were saying that I didn’t

want to leave.  We all gathered for a group

picture and to present awards to some of

the men who organized the trip for us.

The drive back to the Airborne Chapter

seemed to take forever and all I could

think was “what if every soldier that I

spoke with today doesn’t make it home?”

Everyone else on the bus was talking,

laughing and joking around and all I could

think was, “how can everyone be so happy

when so many Am ericans are losing their

husbands, wives, fathers, daughters,

sisters and brothers, everyday?”  

I ask every American, “whenever you see

a soldier please make an effort to say

thanks!  For all of the sacrifices that they

make for us, that’s the least that we can do

for them! 

Thank You, New Jersey B lues, I’ll Never

Forget YOU !”                              

U.T.A. HALL OF HONOR 

INDUCTION

The Military Science Department of the University
of Texas at Arlington, will soon induct Joe “China
Boy” Lopez into their Hall of Honor for his
outstanding service during  tours in 1977 and 1985.

SGM (Ret.)

Joe “China Boy” Lopez

“China Boy” was assigned to the 11th Airborne in
West Germany and the 101s t Airborne in Fort
Campbell before joining the 7th Special Forces Group
with whom he served during the Cuban Missile
Crises, Panama and two tours in Vietnam .

WELCOME

NEW HONORARY MEMBER

Shown at left is the chapter’s newest Honorary
Member, James Cady, whose grandfather was killed
in World War II.  Shown with Mr. Cady is
membership chairman, Nathaniel Ford. 

Thank You ...

Chapter members who helped with the food sales
trailer on Fort Bliss for the Annual Christmas
Bazaar and Wounded Warrior’s event 


