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Operation: “Area 82"

Volunteer engineers start to form the cement that
was used to create the foundation for the
helicopter that will soon be housed at our chapter.

With their work complete, the engineers stand
atop their new creation. 

The Volunteer engineers are known as the
“Diamondbacks” of  the 2/361st TS BN, 5th

Armored BDE  1s t Army.   Shown  are:  back row (l
to r): Loren J. Raleigh, Todd Langswierdt, Jimmy
Sieperda and Justin Kappes.  Front row (l to r):
Ronald Patrom, Jeremy Timmermans, Sheldon
McCabe and Chris Valencia.  Not shown: Project
Supervisor, Maj. Donald Mackintosh and Daniel
Ridgeway (deployed to the Middle East). 
Our chapter is forever in debt to these hard
working, dedicated individuals who gave their
time and effort to assist in Operation : Area 82. 

Students Write to Troopers 
in the Middle East 

Under the direction of Ms. Renee Caro,

students of Indian Ridge Middle School

recently wrote letters to 82nd Airborne

Paratroopers currently stationed in the

Middle East.  Taking receipt of the

letters will be CSM Natividad Lopez Jr.

(Nephew  of chapter quartermaster, Luis

Lopez) who w ill distribute them to

Troopers of 82nd Airborne Division who

are already serving at FO B: H am mer in

the Middle East.     

Shown in the foreground (left) Ms. Renee Caro
accepts letters and postcards from Mr. Adrian
Valles.  His students and others from classes
under the supervision of Mrs. Yvette Macias and
Jana Hanlon, prepared correspondence for 82n d

Airborne soldiers currently stationed in the
Middle East.  

Mr. David Amparran (center) and co-workers
from flight operations at Biggs Army Airfield, take
possession of letters addressed to 82n d Airborne
Paratroopers in the Middle East.  The letters are
address to CSM Natividad Lopez Jr of HHC 82n d

BSB, 3rd BCT, 82n d Airborne Division, FOB
Hammer, APO AE 09308.
Once received, the letters will be disseminated
among the troopers who in turn, will correspond
with the students of Indian Ridge Middle School.

AIRBORNE - All the Way! 
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