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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
KEEP MEMBERS MOVING

Chapter members were kept extremely
busy in preparing for the Armed Forces
Day festivities on Fort Bliss and for the
subsequent visit by the 5" grade school
children of Ramona Elementary.

During the Armed Forces celebration the
chapter sold “AIRBORNE” Burritos
(Airbornebecause they can be filled with so
many Jalapeiio peppers thatthey make you
want to JUMP) and flavored water drinks.
The unit also sponsored an AIRBORNE
display with WWII veterans, LTC (Ret.)
Robert E. “Bob” Chisolm and Angel
Romero, who were on hand to meet and
greet the public. Also on hand was, Joe
“China Boy” Lopez with a personal display
complete with memorabilia from the
Vietnam era. The chapter quartermaster
was also available to sell AIRBORNE
paraphanalia whichincluded T-shirts, caps,
clocks and chapter challenge coins.
Highlighting the chapter’sinvolvement was
Isaac “Ike” Camacho, Vietnam era and
Special Forces Hero who was held captive,
as a POW, by the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese for a period of over twenty-one
months. Ike was selling and autographing
hisbook: ISAACCAMACHO AN AMERICAN
HERO which details the extraordinary
events of the capture experienced by the
former POW.

Members transitioned into the subsequent
week by preparing for the visit by the fifth
grade students from Ramona Elementary
School. The school children visited the
chapter to learn World War II era History,
first hand, from the veterans who helped
write it. The youngsters examined the
various photos and displays throughout the
“Home of the Airborne” and received
explanations from chapter members. The
children were also educated on and
photographed by, the Bell Huey Helicopter
which is displayed on the chapter grounds.
They were also treated to a gourmet lunch
provided by the paratroopers. The class
sponsor, Mr. Hector Olivas, Jr. was
recognized for his unwavering support of
the Airborne and was awarded a plaque,
recognizing him as such, and naming him
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an Honorary Paratrooper. The event
concluded with each student also, receiving
a certificate, recognizing him/her as an:
“HONORARY PARATROOPER”!

The class sponsor hopes to make the visit to
the chapter an annual event for his history
students.

KUDOS to all of the chapter members who
actively participated in these two events as
their involvement was instrumental in the
success of the outings.

UNIT SPONSORED CARNIVAL
OPENS TO HUGE CROWDS

The 82" Airborne “SUMMER CARNIVAL”
which opened Friday, May 21 was blessed
with perfect weather which helped lure the
crowds to the gathering. The event will
continue through Sunday,June 6 and should
generate substantial revenue for the
chapter.

Be sure to take the children and
grandchildren ... it’s for a GREAT cause!

KUDOS TO
CHAMALES AND LEARY

Our chapter is deeply indebted to both Lou
Chamales and Jason Leary for their
participation in the recent Military
Appreciation Weekend that was held in
Ruidoso, New Mexico.

Chapter member, Chamales is the
Jumpmaster for “SkyDive El1 Paso”. He was
accompaniedbyJasonLeary and performed
a freefall exhibition to commence the
activities for the Ruidoso MAW event.
Although chapter members voted to NOT
attend this year’s MAW eventin Ruidoso we
have already been provided the date for next
year’s event and may participate in the
future festivities.

TILE PROJECT
MOVES INTO FINAL PHASE

Work has been completed on the main focal
point for the “Wall of Honor” tile display.
Mounting of organizational tiles will start
soon with personal tile placementto follow.
To have a veteran recognized, contact Bob
Chisolm at the chapter: (915) 562-99609,
home: (575) 874-1004 or via E-mail:
rchisolmoi1@elp.rr.com, to request an
application.

Personal tiles sell for $100 apiece.

JOHN CEBALLOS, M.S.,
CHAIRMAN
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